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German paraglider hits back at 
authority
By Will Hine - The Southland Times | Saturday, 02 February 2008
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HIGH FLIER: German man Gerry Mayr power 
paraglided over Mt Cook on January 16. 
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A German paramotor pilot under 
investigation by the Civil Aviation 
Authority yesterday defended his record 
flight over Aoraki Mt Cook.

Gerry Mayr's flight on January 16, made him 
the first person to fly a powered paraglider 
over the country's highest peak.

The Civil Aviation Authority is investigating Mr 
Mayr's flight, partly because he lacked a New 
Zealand pilot's licence.

Now back in Germany, Mr Mayr said he was 
critical of the authority questioning his flight.

"It's bulls**t," he said.

"When you are flying in Germany the whole of Europe accepts Europe certification." Authority 
spokesperson Emma Peel said New Zealand's unique climate meant everyone wanting to fly here 
needed to be certified locally.

She acknowledged the New Zealand Hang Gliding and Paragliding Association might not have 
communicated this to Mr Mayr effectively.

The Authority was also investigating Mr Mayr's lack of communication with other pilots.

"He entered a mandatory broadcast area and wasn't making the required radio calls. What that 
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does is put all the other aircraft in the area into a dangerous situation," Ms Peel said.

However, Mr Mayr said he had encountered radio trouble.

"I asked the airport three times `I want to land here, is it possible?' I didn't recieve an answer... 
and I thought that's the way they do things here in New Zealand." Certification and radio 
problems aside, Mr Mayr had stern words for those criticising his flight into turbulent air on the 
leeward side of Mt Cook.

"I have two or three European certifications. I went to school and knew what to do on the other 
side of the mountain." New Zealand Hang Gliding and Paragliding Association chief executive 
Ross Gray said anyone flying into a "leeside rotor" on the back side of a mountain was asking for 
death.

 

Email a Friend | Printable View | Have Your Say
Next Story: 
- More Queenstown Stories 
 

 Email alerts  Text alerts  RSS Feeds 

 Make this my homepage 
Queenstown Headlines
• REMARKABLE SIGHT
• Westenra, Dobbyn in tune 
• Extraction consents notified
• Cricket tourney needs liaison officers
• Family violence in Wakatipu on the rise
• Working party to define home zones
• Driver charged with causing deaths
• Bollywood hits Qtown
• Mayor cautions on affordability
• Objectors say put fill in runway site
• Pupil had Queenstown holiday plans well mapped out
• Council backs skate park fundraising
• Laurie Mains tees off for a good cause
• Entertainment centre spotlights discussed
• Millers Flat Hall roof to be replaced for $40,000

Sponsored Links

  

News|Sport/Racing|Farm/Finance|Arts/Features|Opinion|Multimedia|Blogs/Columns|Events 

http://www.stuff.co.nz/southlandtimes/4384294a6570.html (3 of 4) [15.02.2008 21:02:52]

http://www.stuff.co.nz/emailafriend/4384294a6570.html
http://www.stuff.co.nz/print/4384294a6570.html
http://www.stuff.co.nz/4085876a4621.html
http://www.stuff.co.nz/southlandtimes/0a6570.html
http://www.stuff.co.nz/headlinealert/registration.html
http://www.stuff.co.nz/headlinealert/registration.html
http://www.stuff.co.nz/3779213a19455.html
http://www.stuff.co.nz/3779213a19455.html
http://www.stuff.co.nz/southlandtimes/feeds.html
http://www.stuff.co.nz/southlandtimes/feeds.html
http://www.stuff.co.nz/southlandtimes/makehomepage.html
http://www.stuff.co.nz/southlandtimes/makehomepage.html
http://www.stuff.co.nz/southlandtimes/4403129a6570.html
http://www.stuff.co.nz/southlandtimes/4403245a6570.html
http://www.stuff.co.nz/southlandtimes/4403247a6570.html
http://www.stuff.co.nz/southlandtimes/4403246a6570.html
http://www.stuff.co.nz/southlandtimes/4401570a6570.html
http://www.stuff.co.nz/southlandtimes/4401572a6570.html
http://www.stuff.co.nz/southlandtimes/4401665a6570.html
http://www.stuff.co.nz/southlandtimes/4400000a6570.html
http://www.stuff.co.nz/southlandtimes/4399977a6570.html
http://www.stuff.co.nz/southlandtimes/4399979a6570.html
http://www.stuff.co.nz/southlandtimes/4400002a6570.html
http://www.stuff.co.nz/southlandtimes/4403244a6570.html
http://www.stuff.co.nz/southlandtimes/4403232a6570.html
http://www.stuff.co.nz/southlandtimes/4403132a6570.html
http://www.stuff.co.nz/southlandtimes/4403131a6570.html
http://www.stuff.co.nz/southlandtimes/0a6568.html
http://www.stuff.co.nz/southlandtimes/0a6439.html
http://www.stuff.co.nz/southlandtimes/0a6440.html
http://www.stuff.co.nz/southlandtimes/0a6565.html
http://www.stuff.co.nz/southlandtimes/0a6566.html
http://www.stuff.co.nz/southlandtimes/0a4101.html
http://www.stuff.co.nz/southlandtimes/0a19075.html
http://www.stuff.co.nz/southlandtimes/0a26560.html


German paraglider hits back at authority - Queenstown - The Southland Times 

Site Map|About Stuff|Feedback|Advertise Online With Us|Place a Newspaper Classified Ad|A to Z directories|Magazine 
Subscriptions|Competitions|RSS

© Fairfax New Zealand Limited 2007. All the material on this page has the protection of international copyright. All rights 

reserved. 

http://www.stuff.co.nz/southlandtimes/4384294a6570.html (4 of 4) [15.02.2008 21:02:52]

http://www.stuff.co.nz/southlandtimes/3919332a20619.html
http://www.stuff.co.nz/0a3160.html
http://www.stuff.co.nz/feedback.html
http://www.stuff.co.nz/3926533a20701.html
http://www.adstuff.co.nz/
http://www.azdirect.co.nz/
http://www.mags4gifts.co.nz/
http://www.mags4gifts.co.nz/
http://www.stuff.co.nz/0a7113.html
http://www.stuff.co.nz/southlandtimes/feeds.html
http://www.fairfaxnz.co.nz/

	www.stuff.co.nz
	German paraglider hits back at authority - Queenstown - The Southland Times 


	EIJALILNKGOMNDOIIKIKJNKGHEBIEEIO: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f3: search

	f2: 




